
	 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	purpose	of	this	publication	is	to	spread	
the	truth,	to	sow	God’s	good	seed,	the	
Word	of	God,	and	to	confront	religious	

error	for	the	good	of	men’s	souls.	
Edited	by	Allen	Dvorak	

	

Schedule	of	Services:	
Sunday	–	

9:00am	 	 Bible	Study		
10:00am	 	 Worship	
5:00pm	 	 Worship	

Wednesday	–	
7:00pm	 	 Bible	Study	

	

Published	weekly	by	a	group	of	God’s	people	in	
the	Monrovia	community	and	meeting	at:	

461	Kelly	Spring	Road	
Harvest,	AL		35749	

	Telephone:	256-325-8585	
	

For	additional	information	about	us,	visit	our	
website	

http://spreadingtruth.org	
	

Walking	in	the	Light	
By	Allen	Dvorak	

Volume 9, Number 41 October 16, 2016 

1

[Editor’s note: This article previously appeared in 
this bulletin, but relates well to the morning 
sermon.] 

When Paul wrote his second epistle to the 
young evangelist Timothy, he was a prisoner 
and clearly believed that his death was 
imminent. The “time of [his] departure” was 
“at hand” (4:6). In fact, he described his death 
with the figure of a drink offering to 
God…and he was already being poured out. 

Paul faced his death with the confidence that 
he lived in the grace of God. He wrote, “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. Finally there is laid up 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on 
that Day, and not to me only but also to all 
who have loved His appearing” (4:7-8). 

Many Christians do not live with that 
confidence in their salvation. It is not that 
they are cavalier about sin, but they are 
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convinced that each time they sin, God 
immediately considers them to be in 
“darkness,” i.e., no longer in the light (cf. 1 
John 1:7). When they specifically repent of 
the particular sin they have committed, God 
forgives them and they are then back in the 
light. According to this viewpoint, their 
spiritual condition is like a yo-yo; in the 
light, out of the light, in fellowship, out of 
fellowship. Depending on the spiritual 
maturity of the individual Christian, one 
might be in and out of the light several times 
in any given day! One’s “walk” in the light 
or in darkness is always defined by the 
previous moment in time and nothing 
more! 

Paul’s confidence in his salvation was not 
due to his moral perfection. Although Paul 
was inspired (as an apostle) and often seems 
“larger than life” to many Bible students, he 
did not live without sin (cf. 1 John 1:8, 10). 
Peter was likewise an apostle, but he was 

“Nothing can add more power to your life than 
concentrating all your energies on a limited set of 

targets.”  
-- Nido Qubein 

Notable	Quotables	
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Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

When the ark of the covenant was 
returned by the Philistines to Israel, the 
cows pulling the cart with the ark on it 

stopped in Beth-shemesh (1 Samuel 
6:12-14). A number of the inhabitants of 
the city died because they looked “upon” 

(ESV; “in” – NKJV) the ark (1 Samuel 
6:19). 
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fight, finished the race, kept the faith. None of 
those expressions imply sinlessness, but they 
describe the kind of life in general that Paul had 
lived. The apostle John wrote, “But if we walk in 
the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). If 
we remain in the light even as the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanses us from all sin, then God must 
grant the sinner the opportunity to repent and 
confess his sin before declaring him spiritually 
dead. As indicated earlier, the Christian who 
chooses to not meet the conditions of forgiveness 
(repentance and confession) will not remain in 
the light. To say that sin does not immediately 
separate one from God is not to say that 
forgiveness is unconditional (1 John 1:9). 

To the Romans Paul wrote, “Therefore, having 
been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
also we have access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God” (5:1-2). Paul could write that we “stand” in 
the grace of God because we do not hop in and 
out of God’s grace with every sin. 
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guilty of sin (Galatians 2). From this 
information about Peter, we can conclude 
that neither Paul’s role as an apostle nor the 
inspiration which permitted him to act as a 
spokesman for God was a guarantee of a life 
totally free from sin. What then was the 
source of Paul’s confidence? 

Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. He who believes in Me, though he 
may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and 
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?" (John 11:25-26). Those who believe in 
Jesus may die physically, but they will be 
raised (spiritually or physically?). Those who 
live physically and believe in Jesus shall never 
die spiritually. Jesus was not talking in verse 
26 about life after the resurrection from the 
dead. Such life will be in heaven and there will 
be no need for “faith” in heaven. What Jesus 
affirmed is that we can be made alive 
spiritually, never to die again. Yet some would 
teach that we “die daily” (or as often as we 
sin!). No one in darkness is spiritually alive. 
Thus, if Christians leave the light immediately 
upon committing any sin, they die spiritually 
in the same moment. Dead, alive, dead, alive – 
many immature Christians (individuals who 
still commit many sins) perhaps spend more 
time dead in sin than alive in Christ! 
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There is no question that the consequence of 
sin is separation from God, i.e., spiritual death 
(Isaiah 59:1-2; Romans 6:23). One can accept 
the Bible’s teaching on this matter, however, 
without concluding that sin “immediately” 
separates us from God. The issue is not “if” 
sin can separate, but “when” sin separates. No 
one (except the Calvinist!) believes that the 
Christian who refuses to repent of his sins can 
remain in the light. The Christian who refuses 
to repent of his sin and thus continues in it 
will be separated from God by his sin.  

The principle just stated is the difference 
between Paul and king David. David 
committed adultery with Bathsheba and then 
conspired to first deceive and later murder 
her husband (2 Samuel 11). David was not 
eager to repent of his sin of adultery, but tried 
to cover it up, adding additional sins to his 
record. Although David would eventually 
confess his sin, there was an extended period 
of time during which David felt the burden of 
his sin. He would write, “Restore to me the joy 
of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your 
generous Spirit” (Psalm 51:12). David realized 
his separation from God and requested the 
restoration of the joy which comes from 
knowing that one is in fellowship with God.  

Paul’s confidence stemmed from the general 
tenor of his life – he had fought the good 

	
What did the men of Beth-shemesh do that caused the death of many of 

them? 
 

The	answer	to	this	question	is	on	the	back	page.	
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Extremes	regarding	divine	grace:	

1.		“I’m	saved	because	God	chose	me		 	 	 	 to	be	saved.”	

	 Naaman:		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

2.		Divine	grace	essentially	become	a		 	 	 to	sin.	

	 Naaman:		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

3.		“I’m	busy		 	 	 	my	salvation.”	

Naaman:		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

The	truth	about	divine	grace:	
1.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	(Eph.	2:8-9;	Acts	15:11)	

2.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	(John	1:17;	Titus	3:7)	

3.			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	(2	Kings	5)	

Sermon	Notes	

It’s About Grace 
By	Allen	Dvorak	

I	have		 	 	 	the	good		 	 	 ,	I	have			 	 	 	the									
	 	 ,	I	have			 	 	the		 	 .	Henceforth	there	is	laid	up	for	
me	the			 	 	of		 	 	 	 	 ,	which	the	Lord,	the	righteous	
judge,	will	award	to	me	on	that	Day,	and	not	only	to	me	but	also	to	

all	who	have	loved	his	appearing.		
--	2	Timothy	4:	 	 ;	ESV		

	


